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A20 Dover Traffi c Assessment
There are changes for the arrangements for large goods 

vehicles (LGVs) arriving by the A20 at the Port of Dover to 

prevent queuing traffi c from becoming grid locked around 

Dover town.

Highways England, together with the Port of Dover, Kent County Council, 

Dover District Council, Kent Police and haulier groups, worked together 

to improve the traffi c fl ows on the A20 approach to the Port of Dover and 

within Dover. As a consequence we are testing a new system, including 

traffi c lights, on the A20. 

Dedicated lanes have been introduced on 

the coastbound A20 approach to Dover:

  Port-bound LGVs use the left lane

  Cars, coaches, and all other LGVs 

use the right lane.

To maintain safety on the port-bound A20:

  The speed limit is now 40 mph

  Three lay-bys have been closed

  The coastbound entry slip road at Courtwood/

Capel-le-Ferne has been closed.
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The new system is monitored by 

CCTV cameras. Any LGV arriving 

at the port that haven’t travelled 

through the system using the 

left lane will be redirected to 

the end of the queue. Drivers 

that have previously arranged 

a dispensation to arrive using 

another route will be exempt.

The Port of Dover will operate the 

system at peak times, most likely 

to be weekday afternoons and 

Saturday mornings. 

Why are we introducing 
these changes?

At times when the port is especially 

busy, our new A20 traffi c lights will 

hold traffi c until the road ahead 

is clear. This will enable us to 

collect environmental and other 

information, which will inform our 

options for the future.
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New road layout on the A20 on 

the approach to Dover


